The dedication plaque on the statue outside our post reads:

THIS AIRPORT IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF DANIEL WATERS CASSARD

FIRST LIEUTENANT, FIRST PURSUIT GROUP, 147TH AERO SQUADRON, UNITED

STATES ARMY WHO DIED IN ACTION NEAR DORMANS, FRANCE, JULY 16, 1918.

“HE FELL GLORIOUSLY FIGHTING TO THE END.”

133 - 44th Street S.E.
Kentwood, Ml 49548
(616) 534-3220

DANIEL WATERS CASSARD - POST #208

Clubroom E-Mail: americanlegionpost208@comcast.net

On the Web: www.dwcassard.org
_Facebook: DW Cassard - Post 208
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THE TWO - O - EIGHTER

JULY 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 Happy 4t
Burgers 5-7PM Kitchen - TBD of July
Show Me The Panini Night Karaoke
Money 5:30PM FOOTLOOSE HOv:IJiESKEy-gPM
6:30PM 7PM
S weekenp 6 7 8 9 10 11
HOURS 12-5PM Hot Dogs 5-7PM Kitchen - TBD
Queen/Hearts 7PM Burgers 5-7PM
. . Karaoke Karaoke
MEETING Show Me The Pizza Night FOOTLOOSE | FOOTLOOSE
?.A.L. Money 5:30PM 7PM 7PM
6:30PM 6:30PM
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Hot Dogs 5-7PM Chicken n’ Fries Kitchen - TBD
Queen/Hearts 7PM 5-7PM
Burgers 5-7PM
MEETING MEETING Cheesesteak Karaoke Show Me The
BAR BOARD LEGION Show Me The Night BLUE MOON Money
5:30PM 7PM Money 5:30PM 7PM 6:30PM
“NO AUXILIARY” 6:30PM
19 20 21 22 23 24 paniniz |25
Hot Dogs 5-7PM Chicken n’ Fries Burgers 5-7PM Gyro Night FREE POOL
Queen/Hearts 7PM 5PM 5:30-7:30PM
MEETING Show Me The Pizza Night Karaoke Chicken n’ Fries
LEGION RIDERS Money 5:30PM BLUE MOON 5-7PM
12:30PM 6:30PM 7-11PM
26 27 28 29 30 31
Hot Dogs 5-7PM | Chicken n’ Fries | Burgers 5-7PM Kitchen — TBD
GOLF Queen/Hearts 7PM 5PM
Show Me The
OUTING Money Brats Night Karaoke
6:30PM 5:30PM FOOT LOOSE
7PM
AUGUST 2026
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
Karaoke
FOOT LOOSE
7PM
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Hot Dogs 5-7PM Burgers 5-7PM Kitchen - TBD
Queen/Hearts 7PM
Show Me The
MEETING Money Pizza Night Karaoke
S.AL. 6:30PM 5:30PM FOOT LOOSE
6:30PM 7PM
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
CLUB ROOM Hot Dogs 5-7PM | Chicken n’ Fries Burgers 5-7PM Kitchen - TBD Kitchen - TBD
CLOSED Queen/Hearts 7PM 5PM
MEETING Show Me Panini Night Karaoke
LEGION FAMILY MEETING LEGION & The Money an.m' '9 BLUE MOON Mustang Band
PICNIC EARICOARR AUXILIARY 6:30PM 5:30PM 7PM 7-11PM
11AM-4PM 5:30PM 7PM :
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Hot Dogs 5-7PM | Chicken n’ Fries Burgers 5-7PM Kitchen - TBD Dinner — 5PM
Queen/Hearts 7PM 5PM
MEETING Show Me The Pizza Night Karaoke Show Me
LEGION RIDERS Money 5:30PM BLUE MOON The Money
12:30PM 6:30PM 7PM 6:30PM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Hot Dogs 5-7PM Chicken n’ Fries Burgers 5-7PM Kitchen — TBD
Queen/Hearts 7PM 5PM ch teak K K
eesestea araoke
Show Me The Night Karaoke FOOT LOOSE
Money 5:30PM FOOT LOOSE 7PM
6:30PM : 7pm
30 31
Hot Dogs 5-7PM
Queen/Hearts 7PM




COMMANDER'’S CORNER

From the Desk of the Adjutant

Our newly elected Legion officers have been posted in the
clubhouse and on the website and were officially installed at
the June Legionnaire meeting. We are all eager to carry
forward the traditions built by those who came before us
while creating new opportunities to serve our community and
strengthen Post 208.

| want to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who showed
support for the Gunnett family this past weekend. That kind
of compassion and unity is the very spirit of Post 208, and it
is what makes this place more than a building, it makes us a
family.

As we roll into summer, remember to check the Post’s
website for upcoming “hot” bands, special events, and what'’s
cooking in the kitchen. The 4th of July is right around the
corner, a holiday that truly embodies Americanism. It marks
the moment our nation took up arms to secure its freedom,
the birth of our armed services, and the beginning of 250
years of men and women standing ready to defend it. Many
of us celebrate with fireworks, but please be mindful that
some of our comrades are sensitive to explosive noise. Help
them out by following the legal times and designated zones
for fireworks. They make every effort to avoid those areas—
let’'s honor that by doing our part.

It's going to be a great summer here at Post 208. Thank you
for all you do to keep our community strong. | hope to see
you all around the Post—let's make it a great season
together.

Monica Ashwyn
Adjutant

AUXILIARY

| hope you're able to enjoy the wonderful Michigan summer
over the next couple of months. As you know by now, there
is a new Auxiliary Executive Board and we’re all excited
about the new ideas and plans coming in the next year. We
hope you will join us in serving our Veterans and families.

Included with the newsletter is an ALA Volunteer Survey.
Please take a minute and share with us your talents and
availability. You don’t have to lead a group, or even plan an
event, but each of us has a talent, whether you're artistic,
dependable, a baker or someone who knows when another
needs comfort.... We need you!! The form can be completed
electronically or printed and dropped off in the Auxiliary box
at the club...or better yet...bring it to the next meeting!

https://forms.gle/AcP4Eim4PJPDasL36

Pl
&y
Survey QRCODE: [l

We’re busy planning our Post 208 Family Summer Picnic. It
will be held on Sunday, August 9" at Creekside Park from
11AM-4PM. 1t is BYOB but no hard liquor is allowed in the
park. There will be kids’ games, corn hole tournament, face
painting and raffles. Signup sheets are coming soon to the
club.

Happy 250" Birthday to America!! Have a great celebration
celebrating our country with family and friends but be sure to
remember our Veterans who made this celebration possible.
Amvets Post 23 has invited Post 208 to walk in the Kentwood
July 4t parade with them so if you would like to do that, meet
at the Amvets at 8AM on July 4t or at the staging area, 4755
Walma.

There will not be an Auxiliary meeting in July, so our next
meeting will be August 11th at 7PM. Hope we’ll see you
there! Please be sure to look at our website dwcassard.org
for the latest information about events and hours.

We are planning a “Pop Up” craft/'vendor/flea market for
Saturday October 4" from 9AM-3PM. Watch for more
details.

Have a safe and fun July 4t and summer! Please continue to
support our Post during this slower time. See you at the
picnic!!

Please remember that Juniors and young SAL’s are always
welcome to attend the Auxiliary meetings.

Kathy Bowerman, President

Poppy Month was a great success this year. With National
Poppy Day on Friday the 22nd of May. We entered 3 poppy
creations to District this year and 2 are going to the
Department Convention to be voted on. Cindy Aten-1st place
for her painting, Ginny Rood-1st place for her corsage and 2
place for her centerpiece. | set up a Poppy Display in the
Legion Club Room for all our members and guests to view
and read about. At our meetings | explained what the poppy
stands for and how we could use the donated money. The
two Karaoke DJs did a wonderful job of pointing it out and
reminding everyone to look it over and donate when they
could, and to wear their poppy anytime to support our Fallen
Soldiers and let them know that we never forget. Also, the
“Show me the Money” card callers were great at informing
every one of the display and Poppy. Jackie and Ron (Blue
Moon DJ’s), our big supporters, did a Poppy Memorial Friday,
for people to donate to have their fallen family and friend’'s
names placed on a card and hung on the wall. The wall
looked fantastic and | greatly appreciated it. Two Auxiliary
Members took Poppy canisters to their work and friends to
let them participate by donating and wearing a Poppy. Legion
Commander Ronny Johnson bought poppies himself and
placed them on desks at work which sparked explanation of
what a poppy symbolizes. Good job!! See, you can
participate too. Post 208 hosted the Memorial Day Parade in
Kentwood with several other posts, Amvets Women and
Hero’s Corner, along with the Mayor, Police, Fire and other
dignitaries. The Auxiliary passed out poppies and collected
donations during the parade. | am so proud of our Auxiliary
stepping up this year to support the poppy program. It just
shows that we are there for all things representing our
Veterans, POW’s, MIA’s, and those serving. Thank you all
from the bottom of my heart.

Ginny Rood, Poppy Chairperson

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

If you are an SAL member at 208, you're part of a Squadron
that belongs to this Nation's largest Veteran service
organization! Together we have some of the best
opportunities to help make a difference in a Veterans life,
their family’s life or the communities they live in. Guess what
that means.... Yes, we have the chance to help ourselves. Of
course, | think of my Legion family as a part of my family, and
| hope you do too.

The best way to take that next step is to follow the DW
Cassard - Post 208 Facebook page and be sure to attend a
meeting. You never have to feel obligated to attend every
meeting, but as a member it is where you have a say with
what happens in the SAL (we also have a representative on
the Bar Board to address your clubroom concerns). Our
meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month at
6:30PM.

We all know summer is here and attendance at the Post will
go down. | mean, who wants to be around town in the
summer? We understand, but most people are still in town
during the week and there are plenty of things to participate
in on Monday thru Thursday even if you're just stopping by to
say hi.

It's our duty to serve those who serve us!

Todd VanDam PDC2, ANEC
Squadron Commander 208


https://forms.gle/AcP4Eim4PJPDasLs6

LEGION RIDERS

Squadron 208 lost a brother, a son and wonderful man that
made a difference within our Post. Ethan Gunnett served as
our Junior Vice Commander for several years. Please pray
for Ethan's wife Marissa and their family for healing during
this hard time. LETS show them all the support we can.

A memorial ride for Ethan will start with hot dogs and ice
cream to follow with a bonfire at the starting destination!
Anyone and everyone that wants to come by bike or car! The
ride will start at 5PM (kick stands up at 5:30PM) at 2172
Wilson Ave NW in Walker. We will head south on Wilson to
Lake Michigan Dr, take a right and head west on Lake
Michigan Dr until we reach Lake Shore Dr. Then head south
down to Holland State Park (arriving approx. 6:30PM). We
will depart from the park at approx. 7:15PM and take the
same route back to the house arriving at approx. 8:15PM.
This was the last ride that | got to do with Ethan. This will be
a slow 55 mph style ride down the lake shore. We will not be
blocking traffic but if we go through a 4-way stick together
and keep the pack tight! The bonfire will be a BYOB and
please bring a camping or lawn chair.

Come help us share the love and memory of Ethan Gunnett
and let’s wrap our arms around Marissa with all the love that
Ethan poured into us over the years!! The more people the
better!! Let’s fill Ethan’s backyard full of people, cars and
motorcycles!!!

As summer is in full effect, please remember to keep an extra
eye out for motorcycles. If you love to ride and want to be
part of an amazing organization, come join Post 208
Kentwood riders ALR.

Ray Pickard, Director

CLUB ROOM REPORT

July — August Hours: Sunday —-12 - 6PM
Monday thru Thursday —- 3 - 9PM
Friday —- 3PM - Close
Saturday —- 12PM - Close
4t of July Weekend Hours:
Saturday --- 12 — 8PM
Sunday --- 12 — 6PM

The Post 208 Golf Outing will be held on Sunday, July 26,
Shotgun start at 8AM at the Broadmoor Country Club.

We have again started up the 52-Week Club, and we are
doing very well with the contributions, but still need your
support. Please donate your $ to help preserve our Post.

Kim VanDam, Clubroom Manager

LOCATION:
e BROADMOOR
COUNTRY CLUB

7725 Kraft Ave SE
Caledonia, MI 49316

DINNER ONLY
* TICKETS *

$10.00

SHOTGUN START:
& jiiv e | @ 50w

$80.0

PER PERSON
INCLUDES:

JOIN US AT THE POST FOR
FOOD AND FUN EVEN IF
YOU DON'T GOLF!

18 HOLES
OF GOLF

PRIZES TACO BAR DINNER

AT AMERICAN LEGION

GREAT GOLF. GREAT FOOD. GREATER PURPOSE.
= 1 SUPPORTING VETERANS - STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITY [ =
CONTACT THE POST OR SEE THE BARTENDER TO SIGN UP!

% % AMERICAN LEGION POST 208 * *

CHAPLAINS CORNER

LA

Please don't let the 250th birthday of our country on July 4th
go by without reading out loud and thoughtfully these words
from our Declaration of Independence in 1776:

"We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed...."

There are certain absolute truths, Thomas Jefferson states in
the Declaration, that are as plain as the nose on your face.
The first is that "all men (people) are created equal." From
where does he derive this truth? From reason?

Divine revelation such as the Bible? Human intuition? Just
the universal feeling we have in our bones that this is true?
Though Jefferson might not admit it, this first truth has its
roots in the Bible: "...God created human beings in his own
image. In the image of God, he created them; male and
female he created them." (Genesis 1:26, New Living
Translation) In other words, when God decided to create us
human beings, he decided to use himself as the template.
And that means for all of us. We are created equally in that
we are all stamped in the image and likeness of our Creator-
-by our Creator himself.

Being created equal, however, does not mean we are born
equal. Some are born with a silver spoon in their mouths
while others are born with dirt in their mouths. Some are born
with a host of talents; others totally disabled--evidence that
we live in a fallen creation and will do so until God makes all
things new at the conclusion of time--the way he meant them
to be in the beginning.

My uncle was severely disabled, unable to care for himself or
even speak more than a word. His parents as well as the
extended family cared for him, innately knowing that he and
they were created equal, fashioned by their Creator in his
own image and likeness.

It is well to remember that one day we will have to give an
account as to how we treated our fellow divine image-bearers
whose circumstances of birth or life were difficult burdens to
bear.

The second "self-evident truth" logically follows the first.
Those he "created equal," the Creator "endowed" with
"inalienable" (not to be taken away) rights to "life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.”

And the third "self-evident truth" flows from the second. If it is
the Creator who endows us with certain inalienable rights, it
is the duty of government to secure and protect them--and
never to presume to be their dispenser.

Thomas Jefferson gets a lot of criticism these days. Some
say he was a fraud for saying that "all men are created equal”
with "inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness"--while he himself owned slaves. He was a flawed
man, to be sure. But that does not make his words in the
Declaration untrue. Jefferson is long gone. It's more
important to ask ourselves in our own time if we truly believe
in the Declaration. In the way we think of others different from
ourselves. In the way we carry on a conversation. In our
political discourse and action. In the way we treat others. In
the way we drive and carry on in traffic, etc. Let's make our
Declaration of Independence the definitive document that
describes who we really are as Americans. Happy birthday!
God, help us remember!

Galen Meyer, Acting Legion Chaplain

Post 208 has a BENEVOLENCE FUND to help with  short-
term needs. It is available to all Post members of all four
entities. Contact Chaplain Galen Meyer (616) 204-3349. All
inquiries and needs are confidential.
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